A Brief and Seaſonable Word, dirc 
Church of God , Or, The C 
membrancer rouching the 
Miniſters Maintenance. 
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5oſpel arive ſo heavily 4-and tne- pi blick Intruments 
[0 indifpoſedly,. tiat ſome that the Lord .nath-fitted for 
loyments refuſe to accept and- act in any. ſucti places; 
R Ealready yo F0B: neglect the di!; ch 1rge of Tp Fs 
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C 16 t£C1 ptations to delire tobe. relea- 
ſed from their Minitterial « ozioun ) that the moff worthy work 
to be pri moted 1s beoaie oof is fea regarded, and now yes {0 un 
done, that *tis almolt become the Chritl 1ame,-that- ſo =o 
WInNGE: 4s Wa, ought tneir- Chriitian 00 ICC 
 moir neediul work / of ther £encration.;, and. amonB!it- other thi 

which-provecs a great obfiruction 15 theſe ſpiritual ana diy 
ccrns', we tinde Coriis Vinitring ſervants are! 
great [tral iS; either to tail into danger tor thc 5 Ds ot the Minti- 
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ftry, ſtare of their offices. or elſe tobe charged ti > be worle 
then. Tafive . | for their tain] \ TS 
preſi,ppoied and may be juffly tearea, that ſuch': 
cy25.ire ol, 0{caloned; and raay be truly.cnar 
qo 5 G:101610N of ehetr Robey and Dcing tound | 
theit ſyiritual engagmentss for whoſoever detains Chriits Miniters 
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C2). 
now cry in theears of the Lord of hoſts; and the Lord of noits was 
very ſevere with the Jews his own people, for running every man 
to his own houſe and negleQing ro build his Temple ;, which records 
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may be as a Map. to us, to admonith to-duties, and to warn us. from 
dangers; beſides, ſuch omiſſions. as aforeſard , cotn neccthtate 
Chrilts Miailters exhcr to the neglect of their. rru:t wm. tacir reſpe- 
Qive offices; or elſe to rob their own:-particular relations and tami- 
lyes; and tocxpend that part of their: treaſure or potleltion , that 
properly of right belongs to their- wives and Children 5, whicn 1s 
doubtlefſe contrary to all true principles of Nacure, reaton, juitice, 
and religion; and in-particular that good law, that requires every 
man, todo ſo to another, as he would have. another do to hun ; 
moreover ſuch neglects are high aftronts and indignityes. put upon 
the ſupremg4Lord of ſuch Miniitring fervants ; that his faithful 
Mintters ſhould be put to-ſuch itraits and neceſlityes,, fo contrary 
to his minde contained and exyreſt in the holy ſcriptures, and for 
which caufes his glorious name and. precious. truth comes to ſuſter 
great reproches. | 

Now in order to the removing theſe great difiicultyes and curing. 
ſuch real greivances, weare forced thus to ſpeak and to plead for 
the goſpel Mimiters right of Mantenance, being conitrained even 
uponterms of neceſlity, in order to prevent a worſe and more dan- 
gerous conſequence. Theſetthipgs being premiſed and-duly pondc= 
red, we have been moved and perſwaded\in our ſelves, once again 
to propoſe unto our well beloved brethren of the Church of Chriit 
to lay theſe things.to heart, and ſeriouſly and gravely to poncer tis 
needful and weighty matter, that the goſpel may no longer itand 
at our door : andin the purſuance of the diſcharge of a good con- 
ſcience, eſpecially mm ſo honorable a. cauſc, and, for fo publick and 
general a good of ſouls z; that the precious gofpel may be propaga- 
ted, that poor ſinners may be converted, that belevers.in Chriſt may 
bc eſtabliſhed, that the goſpel Miniſters right of anmenance may 
be preſerved ; that our Chriſtian obligations may be diſcharged, that 
Chrifts faithful Miniſters buraens may be removed; and themſelves 
duely and conſtantly encouraged ; and yet that the Charches 
might not be over-burdened, nor no particular perſon juſtly grei- 
ved, we have thought it moſt proper to offer this neediul matter,as 
a freewill offering ; which is moit conſonant to our goſpel-profefii- | 
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and no0d newsis to be preached treely ; and fuch as are taught 
ought to communicate tothem that reacheth freely,and this to be as a 
ſupply to the Minultry ; to prevent them from decayes, and preſerve 
them from necelhtys: not refuling or deſpiling the ſmalleſt mite from 
ſuch as give it witia free heart ; nor limiting any whoſe willing 
heart the Lord ſhallenlarge in thisneedful work ; which work will 
doubtlelſe be an acceptable ſacrifice to the Lord, a ſcaſonable and 
commendable act for the preſent occalion , and 2 teaching prelicent 
for the tire to come. 


Zome Sevdinef ner confirming thu Chriſtian obligation, 1n order 
to the proveking, t« his neeafuli work_of UHr generation. 


1.eAXrg. Fl is the diviac authority, the Lord hath commanded 
it, Charged it upon its people as a due debt, and hath 

teft his Church in truit to disburſeit, andthe Lord hath even them 
ſecurity to requite it and reward them for it, tis eminent ſervants 
have obſerved it , and pleaded their right to it, and havealfo recet- 
ved it, and as the wiſe man faith, we Ougntes vonekr God with our 
joſe, nce, arndt the frjt 7 ruits of all cur encreaſe, and allo faith S. Paxl, 
let 1 Pim 1hals 5 Faug rl $73 toe word, Communicate f0 hy that teacneth i 17 alt 
617 goods, Or in all g00d things, and the husbandman that laboureth 
mult firit be parta akerof the fruit S; and our-duely paying, our firft 
[ruits to the Lord 1s: do; uDmieſs t ne Deit ſccurity by which we enjoy 
Our ubſtance, Pro V. 3-9. ( Gal.6. 6. 2.T 1-2... 6 

2. Arg. May dc tat cen from principles of nature and reaſon, as . 
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concerns expoling themſelves to manifold and emiment dangers, and 
continueth to act and wait u! Pon general occations, and yet act UPON 
their own expences ? It ncither confi 'ts With Religion, Cultome « v 
natio n,. Oz W th Principles of COINMON reaſons tn it 4 raan 111 fuch 's 
caſe {hould bear his ow! PORE or expend of tis own particular 
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and calls aloud for preſent help, there 15 CONV erting work planting 
and bÞ1t:ding W or, there uniting 3nd reconci! ng Work, PUr rang 
and reforming wor , repairing of breaches, -and al fo rebui:din 
old wa: plac *ES, and a great w ant of fict ntrument S for all « we 
great WOrKS; : -ly. in reſp et of the wort: forme Gave preac ed 

tne Goſpel freely, and have much Jm:nithed he fubitaine, and 
ſomc have ſpent their : all. and have brought Wen cles into deep 
povertics and wo be to all (NE-C CORCerned -; tae Goſpel be ho? 
preached ; and ſome cannot Wait upon the Work of x7. 
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Fought it not meet LO lcaye the Word and DIaycl to [erve taldles - 
which is an office in tne Churches, .much.m: re1s it unreafonable 
leave the Goſpel- Sk to follow worlaty employments 


+ eArp. ls becauic Chri! 15M N1.fers © US BOL ©O © entangled 
with ſecular affairs but houk d be diſengaged iron t nEran 
of this preſent world, that they may give thenfeld: Cs Up 10. Wait 
diligeatly and frequent ly upon the fac red ti ings of Gods and tO xCt 
eonvenent time apart | or divine meditation, in order t to divide the 
word aright for the peoples edification, even to conſult the def 
ſation, the peoples condition and the prefent occation, applyin ng 
theraſeives to the time and ſcaſon, and like wiſe and Faichfu! | frew- 
ards, to provide naturall and ſeaſo able Cle for the  peop 'ES 


- 
fouls, and to give the Lords houl! Ion 4 thetr meat in due reaſon and 
that they may be BY Detter prepa ared a and furnithed with fitt matter 


for the better education of the Lords Children; and orderly diſciph « 
log of the Lords hou (hould. with futabic ons for 2 better 
world, and to approve themſelves 1 workmen; that thew rprovtind 
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Apoſtle faith, tnathe that preacher ive Goſpel ſhould alſo live ©; 
Goſpel. | 

J. Arg. Becauſe oi the bad efieas an. i {ad conſequence 
will follow, : as me naturaliruits upon the ie neglect 61 the aforeſaid 
duties, this will be to lay. neavy burdens upon others ſhoutders, and 
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not to toucn them With ore of our hi nEers, 


beiides 1s more CLICH 
doubtiull to ob ala Ju: eflion of Miniitc rs, becauſe 'tis-foreſeer 
the Churches makes no vro\ 110ns (me arc tecmprcd to. reiuſe-to 
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fruits of our poor reque.cs ; aowW it will be no lefle then Hypocryſic 
in Us to pray for inſtruments with our movths, and yet as it were 
withhold them with our hands ;5 to beg and entreat the: Lord for 
more fit and faithfuil harveſt labourers, and yet to detain that from 
them, by which they ſhould be cnabled inttrut mentally to diſcharge 
their offices; this will not be accepted in the day of our accompts : 
let us not be dectived, God's 198 mocked ; what 4 was [owes tat be ſoa 
reap: 'ti3nather true charity, nor Chriſtian polcy, nor good hu 
bandry to detain and think to ſave out of the Lords revenue. 


, b:.- | _ j 
Certain Particulars 8erdred as e Aotives for the Toros preſſing and 
inf [9114 the af: reſard du; T: 


Motive 1 He neglect of communica arp EE. reat inſtrumen- 
tal ob.iruction ro: goſpel-preachins. 1. Chrittians 
nave notbecn taught and do n: Qt yet believe, neith cr are made ſen- 
bole, that they are converted and engaced in the publick concerns 
6t the Goſpel. 2, Being not ſenſible, neglect to pray heartily and 
tervently for morc poſpel- preachers, vine-dre ers, and harvett- 
labourers, plcauing thearguments of 1 great narvelgnd ew mitru- 
ments. 3. Ihe Church is negligent in looking, obf an&.appoint ng 
Ate h perſ ons, is'the Lord kath- oifted ant quahactifor poblick” 0 
Aces. 4. Becauſe whetthe'C! Fun i dg Felecthit petions for Tuck: ef 
fices, many ſuch pe. cſons have not hearts to as cepFof ſu ch empioy- 
mehts. Lit: y, when ſome do accept of ſuch offices, yet they ars 
Rill detained anc obitrtcted for want of necefſary mantenance; 
24 Horove, Viay be taken from our preſent t libe tY, to be 1n the 
Grfcharge orthi; neceÞory auty, under theſe ſpecialt pro4d 
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We Would do fo; 1}©-1 Ny {ar tungs more then othe CIS, and £0 be E TOs 
vide crea '5 Of Our 7 prectons t1 mes even to take all.advantages, 
and to improve with ad: rantage ell op Cites and as'S, VI is! 
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Faith,” a5 wwe have epports nity ro ; do 04 00 H7 FF 625 en: -1he Lord hath 


removed mgny 0167 NO TION and nath opencd ; _ creat QQuUT 0! Dc 
lt 10up, h there arc many "adverſaries andhathraifed up ſome maſtru- 
ments ; the as” bath craciog! iy and, mi aculoully Wrougttfor us 
Flu: far, and NOW lie (]$ Dew: arc, till tt 'C pICAcCillg the COE e1 
{t2nd not Of at our Moor; there! fore [ecing the Lord Natl [ DICIErVved 
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perſons and ſubitance in a great meaſure, and a [{Cf an eminent man- 
ner, from the hands of our enemies, it may now be a efonat lend 
acceptable ſacrthice from us as a token of gur thankfulneſſe, to ho- 
nor God with out ſubſtance ; and to expend part of it in his cauſe 
2nd [CrVICE, 

eZ Motive J, Another motive many He: taizen from Our mort allity, 
ed to: day 
nexpected ceaſe upon us, aid cut us off rom all further 
unities z jet's re member Wit the wiſe man faith, whatſoever 
by hand finaes thee to ao, dv it with ail Ay might ;, for obeys 15 B89 good 


work t 4”; be d done 11 the fdhees 2: ter We are going. ; for our time 19 
ſhort atmolt, and uncertain.at be't, and we tat are ſo uncertain of 


our times and ſeaſons, ought tg ma ike uſe .of all preſent opportuni- 
tres, cſpectaily when we ren mben Went give an exact accompet 

> t od of Heaven, weat. goou work we. have.promoted for 
G our generation - [et us therefore gravely confider wit iS to: 
be done, and to be dili5ent in the diſcharpe of our Chriitian obliga- 
tion, that we may lay up m-itore a c00d foundations, againt the 


time to come. 


LO FORcAge all, let us be wiſe to dp goed, . rich in good Works, rea- 
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v6; \ Wills; T-t8 Communicate, 11yins 0 aying upp : 
ay 0 ws bi, | ng 7 Comm! NiCATFE., laying out and lay 5D Up 
ia order to a bet EF EMALE,A any! 0 bew are ana ARE 8O ood heed of detam=- 
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ng tic Lords dues, and what of right he hath reſerved for his. mini- - 


{tring ſervants, let the Lord in nigdifpleaſure 492 juit reCoOmpence, 
fhouid blait our fruits, and curſe our: bleilings, and-ſend © - fofſer 
ECvourersto:devour our treafures: Moreover, ta Es ſpecial notice 
alſo of _— acious promiſes,.to ſuch as honor him witt-tneir ſubs 
pour into his {torehouſes, he will 1 their barns 
with Slemy, and hem out bletings abundantly, he wil afs 
rebuke the de /OUF?TS for their ſakes, and they ſnall be cailed- the: 
blefled of all nations 


oy 
ta. 
C0 
I—_ 
ras 
o 
Ee? 
Sn 


Eons > GI TO > III on ITS 
0 amen ins CO GY TOA IA I Po IO Ae 
a ——— 


. > —_—_—_—— 
COCA III > 


a ——C_— 
Ce _—_—_—_— ET DOI OG AO eee AY An A Aon er A 


2 


of 

C4 

: ; We 
Ta 

K * S ' _—_— 

run. F I 

F " 

Gone L4 

<A © 


en dns 
bt 
; gum 
| | in 
6 $+-nch 
(3 4 
vs 
——_ 
ww” oP | 
"4. nc? 
wn _ C0” 
_- . 

i - p 
gout 
I 

_ 


© 


LW - Jos 


wy | OH! 


—— 
4s 7 
"Es + 4 
w Yann, 

i 3.4 
> —_ 
"4 - 
eds , 5 ed 
gre 

if . 


hat + 4-4 


tf 


w-cm em 
wed 


" Un s 
Tir 
LICTION 
on. 
; d, 


LE7 


” - 
-=y þ- GO? 
- = or 
LC. 
T BW 
S 
L 


4 } &L 4 


uo. 2 
—_— 


0 £4 
dag - 4 


| 


tn 0. rteet nee ns ws 
IJ, 
3 
, 
» 
La 


; we Oh me 
"$ 
i LEVY 
| po 
py OT 
i 
: ant 
1 
£ 
L —_— 
k . 
= 
d 
q 
+ 
i —_ 
[ 


mo 
- 
$ area? 
(ol 
oo 
»4 
S 
of 


= 
- & 
ha 
+. 
- 
þ > 
"Y «hs *au.. 
_—_ 
Ga 
L 0 
= 
ponurmny, 6 
3 
dhe 
p 
+ 
tu. hay 
_ +> . 
"—_ 
_—_ 
gy 
amv 
- 8 
4 
- % 
w YEE 
Se ef 
»4c 


CEE 


: 
+ 
/ 
< a 
5 
' 
-# 
= ia 
_ 
29906 
# «c 
% 
= 
0.414 
W 
% 
# ou = 
5 
> 


Oe 
£ 
Fn 
. 
* 
” } "I 
as 
-4 —_ 
+ >. 
» 
# 
8 
Am 
pi 


oy 
— 
i. 
ey 
tres 
—. 
"Y 
p' 4 
+ 
>. 
» * 
_ 
— 
ym 
| 4 
- 
-* » 
ws 
oy 
. 
+ 
_ 
2, 
_—_— nad 
. 
L $-mm 
L 
ch 
195.4, 
bong 
«K 
» . 4 
* - 
—— 
_ 
FT 
£ _ 
ana) 
a 
6 
Fi 
" 
. 


4. 
Ty 
*»%, 
Wa, 
& 
- 
Ly 
% 
0 
* 
- i, 
mo 
- 
. . 
a... 
wm 
F) 
Wa, 
r_ 
» 
o 
® op 
ew 


(pfinm. noe 
< 
4 
4 
+, 
Sw, 
or 
> 
F 
i 
& 
o 
o 
i 
Lo 
- 
- 
4 
4 


_ 
mt 
FH 
-aip=<s, 
44 n 
% 
o 
3s 
Y Lo " 
" " 
% 
a 
a " 
+04 
+ x 


[PO ne 
- th 
a] 
+-..4 
i 
_ 
S) pu 
*- mk 


b 
E 
Aa 
_— 
od 3. 
” 
i 
5 
d-- 
%* 
"4 
To. 
"= & 
0 
- 


my 


.- 


—  ——  —  — 
rc gs AUT Yo I rr EA 


- CT Ft wp 08 Es EEC III II" YY A TIA Fr 
mr II EEAnn WEE II III Eg 


— 


CEE En otra a ore encegtho——— O_o 
- —_ — _—_ 


i ——— 


